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GREATER WORKS CHURCH
- John 14: 8-17
	a sermon by Mel Williams 
	Watts Street Baptist Church 
	June 3, 2001 (Pentecost)
 
Happy Pentecost! Today is the great festival day when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. When the first Pentecost came, there was a great outpouring of Gods Spirit. Excessive energy was released. People were speaking in tongues and understanding each other. Despite their differences, there was a profound unity in the crowd. Three thousand people were converted that day. (See Acts 2) What did it all mean? It means, at least, that when the Holy Spirit shows up, things are unpredictable, out of control, and there is a release of unrestrained enthusiastic energy for good. Thats Pentecost!
Today we probably need to give a warning. Look out! Get ready! If the Holy Spirit breaks loose in the middle of our well-planned, dignified worship service, theres no telling what might happen. That may be why we dont talk too much about the Holy Spirit. We may be fearful of the Spirit. If the Spirit rushed in on us, we might have to change. And change is difficult. 
After all, weve spent years trying to tame our worship, providing order and beauty. Weve wanted everything to be predictable! Likewise, weve tried to give dignity and order to all aspects of our congregations life. But if the Spirit comes, it could make everything messy and disorderly and out of our control. Like the first Pentecost. After all, its "the nature of the Holy Spirit to want to take over, wherever he or she intrudes." (Will Willimon, "Overcoming Pentecost in our Preaching," Journal for Preachers, Pentecost 2001) Thats our great fear of Pentecost. And thats our great hope too.
We Baptists believe in the freedom of the Spirit. But were also Presbyterian enough to want "decency and good order." Can we have it both ways---free flowing Spirit along with decency and good order? I think so. Ive been in services where there was incense and holy water, candles and crosses, and Ive seen people weeping over symbol and sacrament. Likewise, Ive been a part of lively evangelical worship and lively African American worship where people shouted "amen," clapped during the hymns, and whooped when the Spirit moved. We invite the Spirit, and we want the Spirit to flap freely around among us; but were still a bit uncertain about free flowing Holy Spirit. Why? We prefer to be in control. We prefer for all things to be orderly and dignified. While spirited ecstasy can be appealing, it can also be appalling to our sensibilities.
Welcome to Pentecost! At the first Pentecost 3000 people were saved after Peter preached a fervent sermon and the Holy Spirit descended on everybody. They said it was like doves swooping down and like flames of fire bursting from their fingers. 
But today the question of Pentecost is more than: What will happen if the Holy Spirit is let loose in our worship service? The big question of Pentecost is not: Will we get caught up in the ecstasy of some fever pitch moment? The question is: Will we, as Gods people, be seized by a feeling, a conviction, a call strong enough to send us out of here to go be missionaries, whether in our workplace, in our families, or in the neediest sections of Durham? What might happen if the Spirit is unleashed among Watts Street people today, on June 3, 2001?
Back in January we held a dinner celebrating the first year of Walltown Neighborhood Ministries. Members of this church helped initiate this ministry which had its early beginnings in March 1996, as we began working in partnership with four nearby churches to revitalize the low income Walltown community a few blocks from this church. 
At the anniversary dinner we watched a video celebrating the various ministries that have emerged through the partnership of our churches, the Duke Endowment, Duke University, and Duke Divinity School. We celebrated the after school program where 50 youngsters come every day for tutoring and mentoring. We celebrated the summer camp for 100 Walltown youngsters. We celebrated a new health ministry, with three parish nurses being trained and equipped to help improve the health and well-being of the neighbors. We celebrated the daily work of Duke Divinity students serving as community chaplains. We celebrated the Habitat houses built in Walltown, with labor and resources contributed by our members and others. We celebrated 32 houses already renovated by Self-Help. 
Looking at all that has happened, one might say that this has been an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Weve seen miracles happen, and there are more to come.
At the anniversary dinner Pastor Brian Irving of Northside Baptist Church summed up our experience. He said that when he was in divinity school, some people had trouble believing in all the healing miracles of Jesus. He said, "But I had no trouble believing in all those miracles." He said he had no trouble believing that Jesus fed 5000 people with a basket of bread and fish. But then he said, "I lie awake at night when I think of Jesus words, Greater works than I you will do. (John 14:12) Those words disturb me," Brian said. "They cause me to lose sleep. Jesus is saying that we-- today --will do greater works than he did." Jesus is saying that the miracles will keep happening through the Holy Spirit in us.
When Jesus said that, he knew that the Holy Spirit would descend on us. He knew that energy for mission would be released. He knew that if we are open, the Spirit will lead us to do wild, unpredictable missions that will bring new life, new hope for hundreds of people, across every social and racial barrier.
When we think of the Holy Spirit breaking out in unpredictable ways, leaving us out of control, and in awe, we might remember that perhaps this outpouring was what Jesus referred to when he said, "Greater works than I you will do."
When the Holy Spirit comes upon us, get ready. We will see new energy released. We will see emerge wild, wonderful, unpredictable missions for new life and new hope. And we will never be the same again.
At the first Pentecost the people had a moving, ecstatic worship. But it did not end there. They were a changed people. Thereafter they began to share their property and possessions. Compassion flowed freely, and "there was not a needy person among them." (Acts 4:34)
Let us pray. Come, Holy Spirit. May new life invade our lives and jolt us out of status quo. Set us free to do "greater works," impossible missions. May the Spirit lead us to do wild, wonderful, beautiful things for God.
Amen.
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